
 

 

 
DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED TO APPLY FOR A STUDY STAY VISA IN SPAIN 

 
This information is intended for students who are nationals of countries outside the 
European Union, European Economic Area or Switzerland and who are going to 
undertake an educational programme in Spain lasting more than 90 days. 
 
In the case of Spanish language courses, Spanish regulations allow students to apply 
for a long-term stay authorisation when they are undertaking in-person Spanish 
language studies at an Ocial Language School or at a centre in Spain accredited by 
Instituto Cervantes, provided that Spanish is neither the student’s mother tongue nor 
an ocial language of the student’s country of nationality. (Ministry of Inclusion) 
Vamos Madrid is identified in the academic agreement as a centre accredited by 
Instituto Cervantes. 
 

1. National Visa Application Form 
 

The student must complete and sign the ocial Spanish national visa application 
form. 
The application must be submitted to the Spanish Embassy or Consulate 
corresponding to the place where the student legally resides. In certain countries, 
applications are submitted through an authorized external visa application centre, 
such as BLS. 
 
As a rule, the application should be submitted at least two months before the course 
start date.  
 

2. Valid Passport 
 

The students must submit their original passport and a copy. 
The passport must: 

• Be recognized as valid in Spain. 
• Be currently valid. 
• As a rule, have a minimum validity of one year.  

 
It is important that the personal details shown on the admission letter, enrolment 
certificate, health insurance and all other documentation match exactly the 
information shown in the passport. 
 

3. Recent Photograph 
 

The student must submit a recent passport-size colour photograph, taken from the 
front and against a light background, in accordance with the specifications 
established by the relevant Consulate. 
 
 
 

https://www.inclusion.gob.es/documents/410169/2260168/2.%2BAutorizaci%C3%B3n%2Bde%2Bestancia%2Bde%2Blarga%2Bduraci%C3%B3n%2Bpara%2Bactividades%2Bformativas.pdf/8e22eb46-41b1-c416-03ac-5ddb5e4dbc5f?t=1758526990047&utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

 

4. Admission Letter and Enrolment Certificate 
 

The student must provide evidence that they have been admitted to Spain to 
undertake the corresponding educational programme. 
In the case of a Spanish language course, it must be an in-person programme 
provided by an institution that meets the requirements established by Spanish 
regulations, such as a centre accredited by Instituto Cervantes.  
 
The academic documentation should clearly include: 

• Student’s full name. 
• Passport number. 
• Name of the educational institution. 
• Programme or course enrolled in. 
• Confirmation that the programme is delivered in person. 
• Start date. 
• End date. 
• Programme duration. 
• Relevant academic information. 
• Confirmation of enrolment. 

 
The Vamos Madrid agreement establishes that, once the corresponding payment has 
been received, the school will issue the admission letter, enrolment certificate and the 
academic documentation required for the visa application. 
 

5. Proof of Payment of the Enrolment Fee or Programme 
 

Current regulations require students to provide evidence that the corresponding 
registration or enrolment fees have been paid.  
We therefore recommend submitting the following documents together: 
 

• Invoice issued by Vamos Madrid. 
• Payment certificate or confirmation issued by the school. 
• Bank receipt or proof of the transaction. 

 
6. Sucient Financial Means 

 
The student must demonstrate that they have sucient financial resources to 
support themselves in Spain for the entire duration of their stay and to subsequently 
return to their country. 
 
The amount required for the student is equivalent to 100% of the IPREM per month. 
Money used to pay for the course cannot be counted as financial means available for 
the student’s living expenses.  
The following documents may be submitted, among others: 

• Bank certificates. 
• Bank statements. 
• Personal savings. 



 

 

• Scholarships. 
• Grants or financial assistance. 
• Financial documentation from parents or family members. 
• Sponsorship letter or financial support commitment from the parents, where 

applicable. 
• Documentation proving family relationships. 

 
Where it can be demonstrated that accommodation has already been paid for in 
advance for the entire duration of the stay, this circumstance may be taken into 
consideration when determining the amount of financial means required. (Spanish 
Citizens Abroad) 
 

7. Private Health Insurance – Swisscare 
 

The student must have valid health insurance coverage in Spain. 
The insurance must be taken out with an insurance company authorised to operate 
in Spain and must provide benefits comparable to those included in the basic 
common services portfolio of the Spanish National Health System.  
 
For our students, Swisscare may be used as an option. Swisscare oers a specific 
health insurance product for international students studying in Spain. Swisscare 
states that its product for Spain is designed to comply with visa application 
requirements and provides coverage for illness and accidents, inpatient and 
outpatient treatment, 24-hour assistance and other benefits. (Swisscare ® | Ocial 
website) 
 
Swisscare – Health Insurance for International Students in Spain 
 
Very important: taking out a standard travel insurance policy is not sucient. Some 
Consulates expressly specify that the insurance must not contain co-payments, 
deductibles, waiting periods or coverage limits that are incompatible with the 
healthcare coverage required for the visa. (Spanish Ministry of Foreign Aairs) 
 
The student must provide the insurance certificate and, where requested by the 
Consulate, the full terms and conditions of the policy. 
 
We also recommend always checking the specific requirements of the Consulate 
where the visa application will be submitted, as additional requirements concerning 
the insurance certificate may apply. 
 

8. Medical Certificate 
 

The student must provide a medical certificate confirming that they do not suer 
from any diseases that could have serious repercussions for public health in 
accordance with the International Health Regulations of 2005. (Spanish Citizens 
Abroad) 

https://ciudadaniaexterior.inclusion.gob.es/es/web/migraciones/w/estancia-por-estudios?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ciudadaniaexterior.inclusion.gob.es/es/web/migraciones/w/estancia-por-estudios?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.swisscare.com/es/product/seguro-medico-para-estudiantes-internacionales-en-espana?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.swisscare.com/es/product/seguro-medico-para-estudiantes-internacionales-en-espana?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.swisscare.com/es/product/seguro-medico-para-estudiantes-internacionales-en-espana?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.exteriores.gob.es/es/ServiciosAlCiudadano/Paginas/Servicios-consulares.aspx?scca=Visados&scco=Estados+Unidos&scd=155&scs=Visados+Nacionales+-+Visado+de+estudios&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ciudadaniaexterior.inclusion.gob.es/en/web/migraciones/w/autorizacion-de-estancia-para-actividades-de-investigacion-o-formacion?fmmobile-language-picker-select=en_US
https://ciudadaniaexterior.inclusion.gob.es/en/web/migraciones/w/autorizacion-de-estancia-para-actividades-de-investigacion-o-formacion?fmmobile-language-picker-select=en_US


 

 

It is advisable for the certificate to use exactly the wording required by the 
corresponding Spanish Consulate. 
 
Depending on the country in which the certificate was issued, it may need to be: 

• Apostilled. 
• Legalised. 
• Ocially translated into Spanish. 

 
9. Criminal Record Certificate 

 
When the requested stay exceeds six months, the student must provide a criminal 
record certificate. 
 
The certificate must demonstrate that the applicant has no criminal record in Spain or 
in the countries where they have resided during the previous five years in relation to 
oences recognised under Spanish law. (Spanish Citizens Abroad) 
 
Normally, the original certificate must be submitted and, depending on the country, it 
may require: 

• Hague Apostille, or 
• Diplomatic legalisation. 

 
If the certificate is not issued in Spanish, it must be accompanied by the 
corresponding ocial translation where required. 
 

10. Apostille, Legalisation and Translation of Documents 
 

This point is particularly important for students coming from outside the European 
Union. 
 
Foreign public documents must be legalized through the appropriate procedure 
unless: 

• The issuing country is a member of the Hague Convention, and the document 
can therefore be authenticated with a Hague Apostille, or 

• An international agreement exempts the document from legalization. 
 

Likewise, when documents are issued in another language, they must be translated 
into Spanish where required. The regulations refer to translations carried out by an 
ocial sworn translator. (Spanish Citizens Abroad) 
Ocial information on the translation and legalisation of documents 
 

11. Proof of Payment of the Visa Fee 
 

The student must pay the corresponding consular fee for the visa application. 
The amount and payment method may vary depending on the Consulate and the 
applicant’s nationality. We therefore recommend always checking the website of the 

https://ciudadaniaexterior.inclusion.gob.es/en/web/migraciones/w/autorizacion-de-estancia-para-actividades-de-investigacion-o-formacion?fmmobile-language-picker-select=en_US
https://ciudadaniaexterior.inclusion.gob.es/en/web/migraciones/w/autorizacion-de-estancia-para-actividades-de-investigacion-o-formacion?fmmobile-language-picker-select=en_US
https://www.exteriores.gob.es/es/ServiciosAlCiudadano/Paginas/Legalizaciones/Servicio-de-legalizaciones.aspx?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

 

Spanish Embassy or Consulate where the application will be submitted. (Spanish 
Citizens Abroad) 
 

12. Proof of Residence Within the Consular District 
 

The Consulate may require the student to prove that they legally reside within its 
consular jurisdiction. 
 
For example, if the student applies for the visa from a country other than their country 
of nationality, they will normally be required to demonstrate that they are legally 
resident in that country and that their place of residence falls within the jurisdiction of 
the Consulate where the application is submitted. 
 
This requirement is particularly important for students wishing to apply for the visa 
from a third country. 
 

13. Accommodation Documentation 
 

Depending on the Consulate, the student may be asked to provide information about 
where they will be staying in Spain. 
Depending on the circumstances, the following may be submitted: 

• Rental agreement. 
• Student residence booking. 
• Accommodation confirmation letter. 
• Accommodation arranged by the school. 
• Documentation relating to a host family. 

Not all Consulates apply this requirement in the same way. The specific 
documentation required by the corresponding consular jurisdiction should therefore 
always be checked. 
 

14. Additional Documentation That May Be Requested by the Consulate 
 

The Embassy or Consulate reserves the right to request additional documentation or 
to invite the students to attend an interview. 
Depending on the country, additional documentation may therefore include: 
 

• Birth certificate. 
• Previous academic documentation. 
• Motivation letter. 
• Evidence of previous studies. 
• Information regarding the purpose of the course. 
• An explanation of how the chosen programme relates to the students’ 

academic or professional plans. 
• Additional documentation regarding the source of the students’ financial 

funds. 
 
 

https://ciudadaniaexterior.inclusion.gob.es/en/web/migraciones/w/autorizacion-de-estancia-para-actividades-de-investigacion-o-formacion?fmmobile-language-picker-select=en_US
https://ciudadaniaexterior.inclusion.gob.es/en/web/migraciones/w/autorizacion-de-estancia-para-actividades-de-investigacion-o-formacion?fmmobile-language-picker-select=en_US


 

 

For Vamos Madrid Students 
 
The documentation that Vamos Madrid would provide to the student to prepare the 
visa application would mainly include: 
Admission Letter + Enrolment Certificate + Programme Invoice + Payment 
Confirmation/Proof of Payment + Academic Information About the Course + 
Documentation Supporting the School’s Status and the Characteristics of the 
Programme. 
 
The student, on the other hand, will be responsible for preparing their personal 
documentation: 
 
Passport + photographs + visa application form + proof of financial means + 
Swisscare health insurance + medical certificate + criminal record certificate where 
applicable + apostilles/legalisations + ocial translations + consular visa fee. 
 
Important: before submitting the visa application, the student should always check 
the specific website of the competent Spanish Consulate, as the application 
procedure, fees, appointment system, number of copies required and certain 
additional documents may vary from one country or consular jurisdiction to another. 
 


